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Provide insights on trends that will define the role of English 
a s  a  g lo b a l la n g u a g e  o ve r  t h e  n e xt  d e c a d e

In fo r m  la n g u a g e  a n d  e d u c a t io n  p o lic y t o  im p r o ve  Te a c h in g , 
Le a r n in g , a n d  As s e s s m e n t  (TLA)

De ve lo p  a  r e s e a r c h  a g e n d a  c a p a b le  o f g e n e r a t in g  h a r d  
e vid e n c e  a n d  d a t a  t o  in fo r m  t h o s e  p o lic y d e c is io n s  a n d  
e va lu a t e  t h e ir  im p a c t
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Future of English: Programme Objectives 
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Future of English: Programme Phases 

Phase 1: taking 
stock

Evaluate Graddol’s
14 predictions.

Phase 2: Looking 
forward

‘Stress test’ emerging 
themes at regional 

roundtables. 

Phase 3: Evolving research 
and action

Implement a long -term
research and dissemination 

agenda
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Future of English
Research Presentation 2023

Phase 1
• Desk 

research
• Short 

survey

Graddol’s
14 trends

Lack of 
robust data 
to tell us 
much about 
users and 
usage

Main 
finding

• Not final
• Designed to 

be stress -
tested

16 revised 
projections
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Phase 2
Regional roundtables
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Future of English regional roundtables (2021)

• Ministers, directors, 
department heads and senior 
advisors to governments –
national and state levels.

• Professors and principal 
academics at leading 
universities.

• C-suite executives, presidents 
and directors of: 

– academic institutions (teacher 
education, TVET)

– non-profit organisations 
(foundations and trusts) 

– EdTech companies.

• Presidents of national 
professional bodies.

14 roundtables
Across all seven British 
Council regions (including 
sub-regions).

92 policymakers and 
policy influencers

49 countries & territories
Including 21 of 25 British 
Council priority countries.

Policy interests
• Education – basic, secondary, 

higher education

• English language education

• Foreign and domestic languages

• Teaching and teacher education

• Applied linguistics

• Assessment

• International affairs and foreign 
studies

• Technical and vocational education 
and training, and skills 

development

In addition to: science and scientific 
research, technology, teaching 

English as a foreign language (TEFL), 
culture, economics, engineering, 

social responsibility, human capital, 
sport and youth.

EU Europe
Germany, 

Italy, Poland, 
Spain

Wider 
Europe

Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, 

Turkey
UK: 

ELAG*

Sub-Saharan 
Africa

Ghana, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, South 
Africa, Sudan 

MENA: Levant
Egypt, Iraq, 

Jordan, Occupied 
Palestinian 
Territories, 

Lebanon, Syria, 
Yemen

East Asia: ASEAN
ASEAN, Australia, 

Indonesia, 
Philippines, 
Singapore, 

Thailand, Vietnam 

East Asia:
NE Asia

Japan, South 
Korea, 

Taiwan, UK

East 
Asia:
China

MENA: 
Maghreb
Tunisia, 

Morocco, 
Libya MENA: Gulf

Bahrain, KSA, 
Kuwait, 

Oman, Qatar, 
UAE

Americas
Argentina, 

Brazil, 
Colombia, 

Mexico, USA

South 
Asia

Pakistan

South Asia
Bangladesh, 

Sri Lanka, 
Nepal

South 
Asia
India

* ELAG English Language Advisory Group
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Data analysis

Trajectory
Futures methodology

PESTLE-based 
analysis

British Council 
thematic analysis Regional summaries

9

Discussion notes Discussion notes
& de-brief 
meetings

Sent to all 
roundtable 
participants
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Still many questions to be answered….
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Eight thematic questions
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Common threads running through the themes
12
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Future of English
Research Presentation 2023

Phase 3
Research Agenda
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Future of English: New themes and questions www.britishcouncil.org
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Voices from around the world
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Future of English
Research Presentation 2023

The Future of English:
Global Perspectives
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New Directions East Asia
The Future of English Language Assessment in Learning Systems
27-29 October 2023 Hanoi, Viet Nam

New Directions 2023 – East Asia

Hanoi, Viet Nam

27 -29 October

Registration open 5 
September
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Future of English
Research Presentation 2023

Presentation 
title

Thank you 
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